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'FAULTY DINING' RETURNS FOR SECONDS
The Dragonfly Theatre crew are back for a second helping of their hilarious take of Faulty Dining at Walkerburn
Public Hall on Friday 19th November at 7.30pm. 
This time it will be a BYOB and snacks event, although the
Hall management committee will  be making sweet treats
and serving ice cream at the interval in aid of Hall funds. 
Tickets are £11 (no concessions) and can be purchased 

via  Eventbrite  with  profits  going to  support  the Eastgate
theatre and Arts centre Peebles.  So please  come along
and enjoy an evening full of 70’s nostalgia and laughs. 
Eventbrite http://faulty-dining-walkerburn.eventbrite.co.uk

‘Walk It’ Walkerburn
We meet at Alexandra Park, beside the children’s playpark, every Wednesday morning at 10am.
Our first WalkIt meet up was at the beginning of June and
we were wrapped up for the weather.
After enjoying a lovely summer, luckily with great weather
most Wednesdays, we are back in layers of jackets and
warm hats replacing the sunscreen!
Our walks are gentle, usually starting with some Strength
and Balance exercises (these are optional) and we end up
at the Caberston Café for a cup of coffee or tea at about
11am.
We have walked around parts of the village, over to Plora
and  in  the  other  direction  to  West  Bold  farm  towards
Glenbenna and we often use the path towards Innerleithen
as well.  Each week, I try to make the walk a little different
and always keep to a pace that works for whoever turns
up.  My favourite walk so far was going around the village
learning about the history from some of the group.
We’re  a  small  group,  with  between  two  and  six  people
usually,  so  there’s  plenty  room  for  more  and  the  small
number gives me the 

flexibility to tailor the walk to suit the people who turn up.
So, if you haven’t been out for a while, want to move a bit
more or would like company for an hour, do come along
and give it a go.
All  you need to bring is yourself  with outdoor clothing to
suit the weather and sensible footwear. 
If you wish to discuss joining or have any questions, please
get in touch.

Alice Pringle
Mobile or text 07974 782016

Walk It is the Paths for All project in the Scottish Borders,
supported by Scottish Borders Council and NHS Borders.
The aim is to help people become more physically active
through  providing  low  level  and  friendly  led  walks.  We
identify  local  routes  suitable  for  most  abilities.  Walk  It
walks are safe, social, low level, led and free.  Walks are
led  by  a  WalkIt  Leader,  dementia  friendly  and  first  aid
trained.   You  can  find  out  more  online  by  searching
Scottish Borders Council Walk It.

Walkerburn Public Hall Reopening
We, as a committee, are very grateful for the continuing support of our amazing community.

We are very happy to say, at long last, that it's BUSINESS AS USUAL!
If you are interested in hiring the hall please email walkerburnpublichall@gmail.com

We are very much looking forward to welcoming back all our usual groups.  Please do let us know if you have any
specific requirements, we are here to help. We can all work together in order to ensure that we can (safely) return to

normal as quickly as possible.

The Walkerburn Public Hall Trustees and Management Committee AGM 
A joint AGM of Walkerburn Public Hall Trustees and Management Committee will be held in the Hall on 

Wednesday 10th November at 7.00pm
At this meeting, the Trustees will be announcing a proposed change in structure to SCIO. All residents welcome.

We also really need new Trustees to come forward.

Walkerburn Pensioners Association
Walkerburn Pensioners enjoyed a very pleasant afternoon on their recent trip to Kailzie Gardens in September.  We

were lucky with the weather, the sun shone, the flowers and gardens were colourful and the coffee shop did not
disappoint.  Our thanks to Ian Ireland for driving us there in the Gala Wheels minibus.

Our venture for October is to visit the Tapestries of Scotland Exhibition in Galashiels.  If you would like to join us, please
call President Mary on 0896870246 or Treasurer Anne on 01896870757 as soon as possible.  We look forward to

hearing from you. 
Please phone Mary on 870246 or Anne on 870747, or email Anne at kenyon938@btinternet.com 



All interior, exterior and floor tiling work
undertaken to the highest standard.
Telephone/Fax 01896 870757

“Would You Like To Improve The Way You Feel?”
TWEED THERAPY CENTRE (Est. 1994)

(Free Consultation)

HYPNOTHERAPY | MASSAGE REFLEXOLOGY
Sue Tickner  MNSPH.; Dip TM

Walkerburn EH43 6AF
01896-870440 or 07771934965

tweedtherapy@aol.com

Walkerburn Bowling & Petanque Club News
The club follows the Bowls Scotland and Scottish Petanque Covid advice and is particularly well set up for
members to be safe, with electronic monitoring and disinfectant available.
Charity Quiz Night:  6.00pm, Friday 29th October will  be
‘Quingo’ Quiz Night in the clubhouse!  Out last charity quiz
was a big success and we welcome both members and
non-members  to  come  along  and  enjoy  an  amusing
evening offering a variety of quizzes.  Please come along
and join us.  Entry ticket charge will be £5.
Bowls:   Sadly, the season has almost ended and bowls
gives way to Petanque throughout the colder and shorter
months.  
Despite the cancellation of leagues and open tournaments,
the  Bowlers  have  successfully  completed  all  the  club
trophy  competitions  and  a  successful  run  of  regular
daytime ‘Wappenshaw’ games.  
The ‘Wappenshaw’ games have been a big success and
also great entertainment value.  Nearby Petanque players
were  heard  to  comment  on the  amount  of  laughter  and
banter coming from the bowlers.  Also, it is only fair that we
should  thank  John  Smith  for  sponsoring  all  the  teas,
coffees  and  chocolate  biscuits  throughout  the  season.
Many thanks John!  (We may ask Aldi and Asda to step in
next year and relieve him of that burden.)
Weather permitting, there are still a few more playing days
left  before  the  Autumn  scarifying  and  treatment  of  the
green finally ends the season. 

The winners of all the competitions will be published next
month, when we hope to have a social  evening to bring
down the curtain on the season and express our thanks to
all the players, sponsors and workers who have helped so
much..
Petanque:  Members have continued their regular games,
including a very successful inter-club competition including
Melrose-Gala and Moffat teams.  Some good weather and
the safe outdoor facilities made this possible and we would
like to thank everyone who took part and to congratulate
the various winners.
The  end  of  summer  will  not  be  close  of  play  for  the
petanque members as facilities can be used all year round.
It has been a relief to come out of tight Covid restrictions,
but  we  continue  to  observe  guidelines  for  strict  hygiene
and distancing.  The club is fortunate to be well equipped
to keep members and visitors safe. 
The  landscaping  is  gradually  taking  shape  and  the
walkway connecting the clubhouse to the road is nearing
completion.   This will  make the clubhouse accessible  to
anyone who has difficulties with steps and will help us to
provide more facilities for the local community.
For  more  details  please  contact  George  Thornton  on
01896-870251 or e-mail geoles2@tiscali.co.uk

WALKERBURN RFC
“Welcome to 2021!”
The  new  Rugby  Club  season  has  started  with  a  hard
fought  home  game  against  a  very  good  Lismore  team.
Playing in very poor weather, Walkerburn fought hard and
managed to score their first try of the season despite being
up against better opponents.  Thanks to all the hard work
that  has  been put  into  getting  the  club  up  and  running
again and we can  once more look forward to enjoying a
resurgence in club fortunes.
The prospect of a season of non-league friendly games is
an encouraging sign for the future of Walkerburn rugby.
We strongly  urge  as  many people  as  possible  to  come
along and support the team and the club.  Everyone will be

made most welcome.
The clubhouse is open again and looking better than ever.
The club look forward to welcoming both playing and social
new members.
Please note that the clubhouse will again be available for
Birthdays, Weddings and other Social events.

For  club  bookings  please  contact  the  Secretary  on
07766910050  or email secretary@walkerburnrugby.org.uk
Latest news on www.walkerburnrugby.org.uk
Facebook Walkerburn RFC
www.twitter.com/WalkerburnRFC

GARDEN BENCHES
Have you been Indoors far too long?  

Treat yourself to a garden bench.  
Benches made from wrought iron.  Singles, doubles and family sizes

available.   
A free cover with every bench. 

For more information and prices, contact:  
Brian Lees on 01896 870364 or 07801 297806



CHANGINGBODY*CHANGINGMIND
New Dance/Movement Activities for Walkerburn and Beyond…

Hi everyone, just a quick hello to introduce myself. I have taken a small studio on the top floor of The Mill here in
Walkerburn to provide online zoom classes and live events where ‘Covid Aware’ appropriate.
My background  as  a  Professional  Dancer,  Teacher  and
Choreographer/Director unites with my Buddhist Meditation
practice and Masters in Dance Movement Psychotherapy.
Whilst facilitating dance and fitness classes I also provide
more  in  depth  Movement/Dance  and  Meditation
Workshops  and  can  create  workshops/classes/events
dependent on themes, ability and budget.
Do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions
about the work or if  you would be interested in bringing
Movement as Dance or Dance Movement Psychotherapy
into a project/work/school setting etc.
Please see the Programme for Nov/Dec I have planned.
I look forward to meeting some of you!

Julia Clarke

changingbody*changingmind
BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES: Julia Clarke 07986 961809

Email: julia@changingbodychangingmind.co.uk 
VIRTUAL

All zooms start week of 8th November for 6 weeks
Monday  Zoom:  Women  General  Level  Dance  and
Zumba ending  5.15 room opens 5.30 START 40 mins -
£48.00 per block. Book in Advance
Monday Zoom: Men General Level Fitness training 6.45
room opens 7.00 START 40 mins £48.00 per block. Book
in Advance

Thursday  Zoom:  Women  General  Level  Dance  and
Zumba  ending (same  as  Mon)  5.45  room  opens  6.00
START 40 mins - £48.00 per block. Book in Advance

LIVE
Venue:  changing body * changing mind, Studio 2, The
Woolstore, Galashiels Road, Walkerburn, EH43 6AA
Friday Live - Starts 12th November for 6 weeks
Women & Men Movement/Dance and Meditation
5.30 – 7.00 Beginners - £60.00 per block. Book in Advance
(currently max 4 people Covid Aware)

Sunday Autumn Series
One  Day,  Women  Only,  Movement/Dance  and
Meditation workshops: 7th November, 21st November &
5th December
10.00 – 4/5 £60.00 per workshop. Book in Advance
(currently max 4 people Covid Aware)

Also LIVE
Venue:  Walkerburn  Village  Hall,  Galashiels  Road,
Walkerburn, EH43 6AE
Friday Live – Starts 12th November for 5 weeks, then 26th
November & 3rd, 10th & 17th December.
Dance  classes  for  a  Mums and Toddlers  group and
Over  60’s  easy  access  ground  floor/larger  setting
starting  on  Fridays  as  follows:  2  –  3pm  Mum’s  &
Toddlers - £40.00, per block. Book in Advance. 4 – 5pm
Over 60’s (Mixed) - £40.00 per block. Book in Advance

WALKERBURN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 15th September 2021

Present: Mr P Waller (Chairman), Mrs I. Ogilvie-Wilson (Vice Chairman), Mrs L. Thornton (Secretary), Mrs S Horsburgh,
Mrs H. Maniam, Mr G. Thornton (Treasurer & Minutes Secretary), Mr M. Wilcox (Co-opted). Ex Officio: Councillor R.
Tatler.
1) Talk by Paul McGreal, Enduro World Series, Tweed Valley Event Manager:
Paul McGreal gave a short but very informative talk and offered to answer questions concerning the forthcoming final
round  of  the  EWS Mountain  Biking Series which  is  coming to  the Tweed Valley and  due to  take  place from 29th
September to 3rd October.  There are two groups of Organisers: the Main Organising Committee and the Local Liaison
Group, both of who have tried hard to engage with local communities and SBC.  Every local household has received an
excellent four page brochure outlining what is planned.
This is a major event in the Mountain Biking world and is part of a progress to upgrade the event and the Tweed Valley
venue to the level of the internationally acclaimed Fort William Cup.
As such, there has been considerable interest and enthusiasm and a wide range of participants of varying ages and
abilities,  ranging from novices  and children to  elite  riders.   Organisers  are  expecting some 1000 to  2000 riders  to
participate.  Some 300 professional and 200 e-bikers are due to race.
The races will take place over four days, starting with e-bike races on the Thursday and continuing with ordinary bike
races on the Friday and Children’s races on Saturday.  The final session on the Sunday will be for professional riders. 
The last stage of the final race will descend from the north of Walkerburn and end at the Caberston café.  There will also
be spectator viewing at the café car park.  The Walkerburn stage will be for regular bikes, not e-bikes.
Local residents should be aware that the multi-use path from Innerleithen to Walkerburn is likely to be well used.  The
back road from Walkerburn to the Red Bull car park will also be closed to vehicles.  Also, there will be some 20mph speed
limit extensions and some temporary traffic lights operating during the event.
Paul explained that the Enduro is similar to a car rally, with different stages in each race.  The main venue will be just
south of Innerleithen, on Traquair land just beyond the Red Bull car park.  The car parking will mostly be for small vans,
although there will also be space for campervans.  Secure bike parks will also be set up.
The organisers will be responsible for tidying up afterwards.
A shuttle bus will run to and from the main venue and Innerleithen High Street and to Walkerburn.  
Afterwards,  the  Chairman,  Mr  Waller,  thanked  Paul  for  taking  time  out  from his  busy  schedule  and  giving  a  very
interesting and informative talk.  Mr Waller added that he hopes all goes well during these four days.
2) Apologies and Notices:
Apologies: Ms M. Daykin, Mrs H McIntyre, Councillor S. Bell, Councillor S. Haslam
Notices:  a)  ‘Tweedlove Festival’ closures: i  Family Ride 18th September. ii  Big Tweedlove Festival Weekend Friday
17th until Sunday 19th September. b) Abbotsford Road, Galashiels, closed Sunday 12th September. c) Enduro World
Series closures 29th September to 3rd October.



3) Open Questions:
Ian Ireland,  Chairman of the Walkerburn Community Development Trust, gave a summary of feedback from the recent
‘Big Picnic’ event in Alexandra Park.  It had been a big success, and those present enjoyed the welcome change from the
long months of lock-down during the Covid pandemic.  About 100 to 120 people had attended and enjoyed good weather
as they listened to live music and enjoyed a variety of different events that were taking place.
He was also able to report that there had been good feedback about the proposal for a pump track in the village and
these were being evaluated, especially regarding the most suitable site.
He also showed an interesting and attractive specimen photographic reproduction of a scene from the old mill which was
an example of what could be used to turn the derelict mill building windows into an attractive feature.  Members were
impressed by what they saw and thought that it could be a successful venture by the Development Trust.
Other suggestions to the Trust had been for an outdoor gym for adult residents and an e-bike hire point in the village.
One query had been about the lack of any swimming facilities for Walkerburn Primary School children.  A short discussion
followed and Mrs Horsburgh pointed out that there used to be a regular bus trip to the Peebles Pool for the children, with
only a minimal 18p cost per head towards the transport.  After the Council stopped it for budgetary reasons, parents had
then organised a mini bus themselves for some while.
All present agreed that this was something that was a necessity and the matter will be raised again for further discussion
and action.
4) August Police Report:
August has been another busy month which has seen a further easing of restrictions, the return of the hospitality sector,
extended licensing hours and larger organised events.  Schools have also returned and next month will also see students
returning to their universities.  
Unfortunately the COVID case numbers that we are seeing at the moment is still a cause for concern given that in the last
7 days case numbers have roughly doubled. The safety of everyone is the most important factor and it is vital that we all
remember the virus has not gone away and still poses a significant risk to public health and our return to a more normal
way of  life.    Even basic steps such as wearing face coverings on public transport,  opening a window if  you have
someone in your house to make sure there is good ventilation can still make a big difference.  Please also remember it is
still  a requirement to wear face coverings in certain indoor public places, such as shops, public transport and when
entering and moving about in hospitality settings.  
Whilst on the hospitality and retail theme August has also seen a new law come into force in Scotland to provide specific
protection for retail workers – it is called the Protection of Workers Act 2021.  It will  make it an offence to assault or
behave in a threatening or abusive way towards a retail  worker.   A ‘retail  worker’  could be someone who works or
volunteers in a shop, shopping centre or supermarket. They might be delivering groceries to a house or selling alcohol in
a bar.  Assaulting, threatening or being abusive to a retail worker who is enforcing age restriction laws (e.g. refusing to
sell alcohol to someone underage) will become an aggravated charge - that means a person convicted may get a tougher
penalty.  Retail workers are an important part of the community and this new law is being introduced to give them greater
protection.  
Student Safety: Starting university or college can mean some significant life changes - making new friends, studying in a
new town, going out to new places and living independently for the first time.  However, some of these changes could
also increase your risk of becoming a victim of crime.  Start out in the safest way possible, take some simple steps to
protect  yourself  and your property,  and above all  keep safe.   For more information or advice please follow the link
https://www.scotland.police.uk/what-shappening/campaigns/2020/student-safety/  
In the Police Report, Community Sergeant Granger wrote - “Finally, of significant concern in recent weeks has been the
spate of wilful fire raisings which have taken place in Walkerburn and involved significant damage to a number of motor
vehicles. I can confirm that a male was arrested in relation to these offences, subsequently charged and appeared at
Edinburgh Sheriff Court on 30/08/21. Extra police patrols will continue in Walkerburn to offer reassurance but I would ask
residents to remain vigilant and report any suspicious activity to police.
Members’ Comments:
However, regarding police matters, although members were pleased that police had arrested and charged the alleged
perpetrator of the recent arson attacks in Walkerburn they raised concerns about the way the courts have released the
accused on bail,  thereby allowing  him to  return to  the village.  There was considerable  disquiet  about  this  among
residents.  While accepting that the person in question was clearly in need of help, there was an over-riding fear that there
might be repeated offences.  
On behalf of residents, members wanted to know if there was any way that they could express the dissatisfaction that was
felt.  Consequently, it was suggested that the secretary should write to Christine Grahame, MSP, to record our feelings
about this matter and to ask her if there was anything further they could do to pursue this matter. Ms Graham has been
very helpful with regard to various past matters and being a former Justice Secretary at Holyrood it was felt that she
would be the best person to consult.
5) August Minutes:
Proposed:  Mrs Ogilvie-Wilson. Seconded: Mrs Horsburgh.
6) Matters Arising:
a)  Mr Thornton reported on four matters that were mentioned at the last meeting:
i He has spoken to the owners of the George Hotel about the signs at the approach to the village.  They had said that
there were on-going plans for the hotel and in the meantime the signs should be left.
ii Regarding concerns about the reckless driving of a small Forestry Scotland van, this vehicle has not been seen in the
vicinity of the village in recent weeks.  However, he had spoken to the driver of another F.S. vehicle and asked him to
pass on this complaint to other Forestry Scotland drivers.
iii  He is still re-editing the 150th Anniversary booklet for the Walkerburn website.



iv He has spoken to the Rev. Fraser Edwards concerning the Remembrance Sunday service at the War Memorial..  Rev.
Edwards would be pleased to officiate this year, especially as a Church of Scotland representative is due to officiate this
year.  Mr Thornton will have a further meeting in October to discuss the order of service and to arrange for leaflets to be
printed.
Also, the wreaths have been ordered and are being despatched to Col. And Mrs Purves.  Mr Thornton will reimburse Mrs
Purves from WDCC funds, as previously agreed.
b)  Mrs Thornton reported that the discarded furniture in Galashiels Road had been removed by the council.  She thanked
Councillor Tatler, who stressed that this was an exceptional case and that is not council policy to remove litter etc. from
private property.
c)  Mrs Thornton reported that she will write to Lorna McCullough at ‘The Bridge’ to thank her for the good work that she
has done.
Correspondence:
All e-mails 19th August to 15th September 2021already circulated to members.
7) Planning:
There were two Planning Applications since the August meeting:
i  Formation of Forestry Track: Land south of Station House, Thornylee.  (Ref. 21/01376/PN)
ii  Vehicle Access Application: 138 Tweeddale Avenue East (Ref. 21/01333/VAA)
There were no objections to these applications.  
8) Reports by Members:
a) Mrs Ogilvie-Wilson raised three points:
She reported that she had received complaints from residents in the vicinity of Tweedvale Place (the ‘Pink’ building) about
overgrowing branches obscuring the street sign.  This was causing difficulties for delivery drivers.  If the tree in question is
on SBHA property, they are responsible for removing the branches.  
Also, she had received complaints about drug-users loitering in the Tweedvale Place car park, causing annoyance to
residents and leaving litter.  Residents are advised to report any incidents to police on the ‘101’ telephone number.
Finally, she mentioned that quite a few vehicles were still speeding through the village along the A72 and wondered if
more could be done by police to monitor this.  Councillor Tatler pointed out that this was a common complaint across the
Borders and that these 20mph signs record average speeds of vehicles at different times of the day so police can collect
data to identify patterns of regular infringements.  This will enable them to use their limited resources effectively to target
speeding motorists.
b) Mrs McIntyre suggested that members should try to build up a closer relationship with local businesses by paying
occasional visits.  This has a two-fold advantage of letting businesses know that we will do our best to assist with any
problems or queries they might have.  Also, it will  help members to have a better understanding of village activities.
Members agreed that this was a good idea and will speak to Mrs McIntyre to arrange visits.
c)  Mrs Maniam had asked that members discuss what can be done about cyclists speeding past the Primary School.
Councillor Tatler pointed out that there is no specific offence of speeding on a bicycle.  However, if cyclists are deemed to
be riding dangerously, they can be prosecuted for riding ‘Wantonly and Furiously’.
d) Mrs Thornton reported that the ‘Peebles Road’ sign attached to a wall on the south side of the A72, a short way from
the junction with Caberston Road, was very difficult to see as it was frequently obscured by parked vehicles.  If it was
moved to east end of the wall, which is the start of Peebles Road, it would be in a much better position.  She will write to
SBC to see if this can be done.
She also mentioned that a number of residents had commented that it was dangerous to cross from the foot of the steps
(the ‘Ladder’) descending from High Cottages to Peebles Road.  There is no pavement anywhere to the north of Peebles
Road and she had been asked if it is possible to have a proper pedestrian crossing installed at that point. 
She will write to SBC to see if this can be done.
e) Mr Wilcox reported that the Scawd Law exhibition that had been organised by Fred Olsen Renewables had been a
success and was well attended.  However, the company are still unable to give any details of where the access road(s)
will be sited.
Mr Waller asked about the restoration of the site at the end of the wind farm’s 35 year life expectancy and I was told that
the site would be restored to its natural state.  When asked if this included the removal of the concrete foundations the
answer was that they would be left because leaving them was more environmentally friendly than trying to remove them. 
Mrs Horsburgh asked about one of the blades on each turbine being painted black and Mr Wilcox said that this was a
possibility because research has shown that it lessens the risk of bird strikes when large and slow moving turbine blades
are operating.  
Also, the company had been satisfied that local landowners have agreed to allow unrestricted access for riding, walking
and cycling paths in the vicinity of the windfarm.
Finally, Mr Wilcox mentioned that he had concerns that if this project went ahead it would be an example of a ‘Trojan
Horse’ development and another example of a ‘site-too-many’, thus leading to an even greater proliferation of windfarms
throughout an area of outstanding scenic beauty.  
f) Mr Waller mentioned that loose wooden edging on the path leading from Caberston Road to Alexandra Park posed a
danger to pedestrians and needed urgent repairs.  Mr Thornton reported that he had been made aware of this by a local
resident and had forwarded photographs and written details to SBC for the matter to be dealt with.
g) A resident has reported concerns about dog mess in the vicinity of the small War Memorial garden and asked what
could be done to prevent this.  The Dog Owners’ Liaison officer at SBC had mentioned at a previous WDCC meeting that
she is able to attend if there is an on-going problem and would speak to anyone who is responsible.
Secretary will contact Rose Hogg to discuss any steps that might be taken to prevent a recurrence.



h) Once again,  there have been problems with  illegal  and inconsiderate parking at  the east  end of  High  Cottages.
Recently a van parked outwith the marked parking bays was obstructing access by a delivery vehicle and the situation
escalated resulting in the van owner using abusive language and refusing to move his van.  Mr Thornton reported that he
had passed on details of this incident to police and waited to hear what action had been taken.  Councillors are already
aware of the parking problems in this area.  Members once again suggested the painting of double yellow lines along the
south edge of High Cottages from the parking bays to the A72 and Cllr.  Tatler advised that  this request should be
communicated to Philippa Gilhooly, SBC Roads Department.  
WDCC Secretary will send a request to SBC on behalf of the Community Council.
9.  Reports by SBC Councillors:
a) Councillor Tatler reported on three issues:
a) The problem with the unsafe footbridge linking Jubilee Road and Caberston Road is being dealt with by Neil Pringle at
SBC.  The footway has been closed off temporarily while repairs are carried out.
b) Unfortunately, the recent SBC email regarding provision of a new playpark in Walkerburn was forwarded erroneously.
Walkerburn is still being considered in longer-term plans for a playpark, but this is not something that can be done in the
near future.
c) Lastly, Councillor Tatler mentioned that he wanted to make sure that the original £10,000 for the repairs to the Village
Hall roof had been received - which they have.  He was concerned that the work should take place as soon as possible as
there may be additional costs if it deteriorates further.
10) Any Other Business:
a)  Mr Thornton reported that he had attended a meeting on 15th September with representatives of SP Networks, 
convened by Innerleithen CC, to discuss ongoing problems caused by frequent power outages in Walkerburn and 
Innerleithen
David Climie (Borders SPN District General Manager), Sean Gavaghan (Head of Design), and Trevor Waddell (Head of 
Supply) acknowledged the existence of problems and explained what is happening at present and what future solutions to
the problems are being rolled out in the next 5 year plan – commencing in 2023.
i)  The problem:
The existing network is linked to the Gytes in Peebles at the western end and Yair at the eastern end.  There are a 
number of smaller lines running from these two supplies to feed areas such as Peel and Glenbenna.  It is a high voltage 
(22kv) supply and cannot be worked on while live – unlike some other lower rated lines.
There has been increased local activity recently, mostly caused by bird strikes, as well as some equipment failure.  
ii) Proposed solutions:
Steps are being taken to rectify this, especially by installing new transformers and by enabling the network to be 
unaffected by problems in other areas.  
Also, further work is proposed to put parts of the line underground – although this is likely to take a little longer than hoped
for because of budgetary constraints and getting landowner permission.
The whole of the local area should see gradual improvements and increased stability as this is all rolled out.
Meanwhile, SP Networks will communicate more closely with the local communities and will be setting up an information 
website for residents to be updated and to show in more detail what is being done.
Mr Thornton has attended previous similar meetings and will continue to liaise with Trevor Waddell and Sean Gavaghan.
11) Date of next meeting: 
Wednesday 20th October at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. Residents are invited to attend and to discuss any relevant issues
they may have.

October Wild Side
As I write, I'm overlooking the sea from a caravan on a Northerly Scottish shore, hoping to spot dolphins or other
marine mammals. 
The  nearby  harbour  has  regular  seal  visitors,  both  and
harbour  seals,  and  there  are  plenty  places  along  the
coasts to see them.  The UK , particularly Scotland, has
the  majority  of  the   world's  grey  and  harbour  seal
populations.   In  the  Borders,  Eyemouth  harbour  is  the
place we've always freely seen them.Yesterday, we went
on a trip to the Black Isle and drove along quite a bit of the
coast ending up at Chanonry Point, an infamous viewpoint
for spotting bottle nosed dolphins as they follow the fish in
the tides to feed.  Alas, our timing was wrong this time and
we saw none.  But, our trip was worthwhile anyway, as,
near Cromarty, we watched an otter trying to get on to a
small rocky outcrop but thwarted by a gang of cormorants
which would not vacate their space, so it just swam around
for a bit before leaving to try it's luck somewhere else.  It's
great on the Black Isle for spotting red kites and we were
fortunate  to  see  one  very  clearly.  Although  they  are
classed as birds of prey, they are scavengers, feeding on
dead carcasses and road kill.  I often think they would do
well in the Borders as we seem to have a fair amount of
roadkill  with  dead  badgers  and  pheasants,  in  particular.

They  really  are  very  attractive  birds.  I've  also  seen
oystercatchers and curlews doing what comes naturally at
the beach, in that they're probing their long bills into the
sand for worms to eat rather than feeding in the fields as
they do in the breeding season when you see them often
around Walkerburn.  Last week, whilst  at home, we saw
lots of swallows and martins gathering up readying to fly
back to Africa and warmer climes for the winter.  I am very
surprised then to have seen swallows here, much further
north. 
Still.  I  do  miss  my  familiar  garden  birds.  The  coal  tits
returned  to  the  garden  mid  September  and  the
woodpeckers have re-appeared, albeit infrequently yet. I'll
be  interested  to  see  how the  berries  have  disappeared
from the shrubs and trees.  Certainly the blackbirds were
enjoying the rowan and cotoneaster berries last month and
the  pyracantha  was  reddening  nicely.   I  spotted  one
cheeky  cock  blackbird  pinching  a  blueberry  from  my
bushes outside the kitchen window.  
No  doubt  he'll  have  stripped  them bare  by  now.  Thank
goodness we've had a couple of crops off them already!



USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS Childline number is 0800-1111

Electricity SBNetworks 0800 0929290 Pollution Report Line 0800-807060

Gas 0800 111999 St Ronans Health Centre 01896 830203

Scottish Water 0800-0778778 www.scottishwater.co.uk NHS 24 Tel 111 or 0845-242424 www.nhs24.com

Samaritans phone or text 116123 
www.samaritans.org.uk

Floodline 0845-9881188 www.sepa.org.uk/flooding

Scottish Borders Council 0300-1001800 
www.sbalert.co.uk

Police non-emergency 101 
Police emergency 999

Community Action Policing Team https://scotborders.citizenspace.com/customer-communities.
email: safercommunities@scotborders.gov.uk 
Please let your Community Council know about specific problems so that the Action Team can be informed

Borders  Boilers
Gas & Oil Heating Engineers
Installation, Service & Repair

David: 01896 870735 / 07904119264

MD MOWERS
“Garden Tools and Machinery Service and Repair”

A reliable and experienced Walkerburn based business
Mob: 07517 154 868

Email: mjdee1982@gmail.com

BURNing Issues Contributors
Please remember to submit any articles, letters or other material for inclusion in the November 2021

issue by the end of October.  Thank you.



WHAT’S ON IN THE HALL
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER

Date Event Time
October

Tuesday 12th Faulty Dining Rehearsal 7.30 – 9.30pm
Tuesday 19th Faulty Dining Rehearsal 7.30 – 9.30pm
Wednesday 20th Food HUGS Lunch followed by Craft Session

Walkerburn & District Community Council
12.30 - 4.00pm
6.30 – 8.30pm

Friday 22nd Velvet Hall Alpacas Half day from 12 noon
Saturday 23rd Velvet Hall Alpacas ALL DAY
Tuesday 26th Faulty Dining Rehearsal 7.30 - 9.30pm
Wednesday 27th ERIBE Knitwear

Faulty Dining Rehearsal
9.00am - 7.00pm

7.30 – 9.30pm
Thursday 28th ERIBE Knitwear ALL DAY
Friday 29th ERIBE Knitwear ALL DAY
Saturday 30th ERIBE Knitwear (tbc) ALL DAY
Sunday 31st ERIBE Knitwear (tbc) ALL DAY to 5.30pm (tbc)

November
Monday 1st ERIBE Knitwear (tbc) ALL DAY to 6pm (tbc)
Tuesday 2nd Faulty Dining Rehearsal 7.30 – 9.30pm
Wednesday 3rd Food HUGS followed by Craft Session 12.30 – 4.00pm
Thursday 4th ERIBE Knitwear ALL DAY
Friday 5th ERIBE Knitwear ALL DAY
Saturday 6th ERIBE Knitwear ALL DAY
Tuesday 9th Pensioners’ Association (Ante Room)

Faulty Dining Rehearsal
2.00 – 4.00pm
7.30 – 9.30pm

Wednesday 10th Walkerburn Public Hall AGM 7.00 – 9.00pm
Friday 12th Changing Body Changing Mind 2.00 – 5.00pm
Saturday 13th Private Birthday Party 1.00 – 5.00pm
Wednesday 17th Food HUGS Lunch followed by Craft Session

Walkerburn & District Community Council
12.30 – 4.00pm

6.30 – 8.30pm
Friday 19th Faulty Dining Performance 7.30 – 9.15pm
Friday 26th Changing Body Changing Mind 2.00 – 5.00pm

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS IN THE HALL
Mondays Yoga 7.00 – 9.00pm
Sundays Table Tennis 6.00 – 9.00pm

Anyone interested in booking the Hall, 
please email walkerburnpublichall@gmail.com 

or phone 07766 910050

We would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to the anonymous person who cleared vegetation
around the War Memorial recently.   It was a very public spirited act and much appreciated.

Contact BURNing Issues at 
walkerburnnews@hotmail.com


	MD MOWERS

